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averse to becoming a partner with England. Such
cooperation might well prove in time to be an
"entangling alliance," involving the United States
in problems of no immediate concern to its people
and certainly in a partnership in which the other
member would be dominant. If Canning saw lib-
eral England as a perpetual minority in absolutist
Europe, Adams saw republican America as a per-
petual inferior to monarchical England. Although
England, with Canada, the West Indies, and her
commerce, was a great American power, Adams
believed that the United States, the oldest inde-
pendent nation in America, with a government
which gave the model to the rest, could not ad-
mit her to joint leadership, for her power was in,
not of, America, and her government was mon-
archical. Already Adams had won a strategic ad-
vantage over Canning, for in the previous year,
1822, the United States had recognized the new
South American republics.

Great as were the dangers involved in coopera-
tion with England, however, they seemed to many
persons of little moment compared with the men-
ace of absolutist armies and navies in the New
World or of, perhaps, a French Cuba and a Rus-
sian Mexico. The only effective obstacle to such